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ammoniac, but still containing a little sulphate of soda,
from which it has to be freed by crystallization. With
this object it is further concentrated, and then run or
pumped into the crystallizers. In thirty or forty hours, or
longer, the mother-liquor is run or pumped off. The mass
of newly-formed crystals is then drained, and slightly
washed, first with a little weak solution of sal-ammoniac,
and next with a very little cold water, after which they
are again well drained."

Pure commercial sal-ammoniac is generally met with
in cakes about 4 or 5 inches in thickness; it is slightly
flexible, and possesses a peculiar toughness when hammered,
it is easily volatilized at a moderate heat, giving off dense
white fumes, which condense on cooling, leaving no residue.
This is therefore a simple test of its purity. The salt is
much used in tinning iron and brass, and is also employed
as a medicine.

POTASH.

When wood fuel is burned to ashes, and the ashes after-
wards boiled in water, the latter becomes impregnated with
an alkaline substance of great importance in the arts.
The liquid, is first filtered and then evaporated in iron pots
until a dry mass is obtained, which is termed potash, a
name derived from the fact of the ashes being boiled in
pots, hence potash or potashes

America, which abounds in timber, is the chief source
from which the potash of commerce is obtained. After the
timber is felled it is piled up in large heaps and burned;
the ashes are then collected and placed in large wooden
tanks. A moderate quantity of water and quicklime are
then added, and the mass is well stirred After a few hours'